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Current ILittramte. 



Science and the Flood. 

In an article on this subject in the June number of the Expositor, 
Professor T. G. Bonney, LL.D., F.R.S., expresses himself as in dis- 
agreement with the late Sir J. W. Dawson and with Sir H. H. Howorth 
in their defense of the Genesis story of the flood which destroyed man- 
kind. He admits that the flood story gains some strength from the 
widespread general tradition of such an event, not only in the book of 
Genesis, but outside in the traditions of other peoples. But the evidence 
of geology, he holds, is strongly against the actual occurrence of such 
a flood. All the indications point to a progress in civilization of the 
race or races ; a change in the fauna, perhaps corresponding to some 
alteration of climate ; and a gradual disappearance of extinct forms 
with an incoming of living forms. So that the idea of a universal 
deluge, or even of closely connected but local deluges on a large scale, 
cannot in his judgment claim any real support from geology. 



The Famous Code of Hammurabi. 

In a paper read recently before the American Oriental Society by 
Professor Christopher Johnston, of Johns Hopkins University, the 
importance of this newly discovered code was discussed. In his judg- 
ment no monument of antiquity has ever been discovered, either in 
western Asia or in Egypt, which exceeds this one in interest and 
importance. It is the oldest of all law codes in existence, and must 
henceforth form a starting-point for the systematic study of historical 
jurisprudence. 

Hammurabi, the compiler of the code, was the sixth king of the 
first dynasty of Babylonia, and reigned for fifty-five years, about 2250 
B.C. He is referred to in the Old Testament (Gen. 14 : 1) as Amraphel, 
and is there represented as a contemporary of Abraham. He was a 
most enterprising and efficient ruler, doing many things to advance 
civilization in his nation. Among other things he established courts 
of law everywhere, and gave his personal attention to the administra- 
tion of justice. The Babylonians of a later date looked back upon 
his reign as the golden age of their history. 
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